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LXI. Observation of the Franft of Venus, 
on June 3, 1769. In a Letter from 
John Leeds, Efquire , Surveyor General 
of the Province of Maryland, to John 
Bevis, M. D. F. R . -S'. 


Sir, 


Talbot County, in Maryland, 
June 17, 1769. 


Read free. 21, A $ you will, I believe, have but few 

17691 jLJL accounts from Maryland of the 
tranfit of Venus, I take the freedom to fend you 
this* 

Having no other inftruments to obferve with but 
a pocket watch and a reflecting telefcope about 
twenty inches long, of Sterrup’s make, on the third 
Inftant, when the Sun was on the meridian, I fet 
my watch to 12, and at half an hour part one began 
to obferve, keeping my eye to that part of the Sun’s 
limb a little north of the vertex, where I expected 
Venus to come on j 2 h io'j I perceived a fmall dent 
in the Sun’s limb} 2 h 25''! Venus was totally within, 
fo that the upper edge of the Sun and Venus feemed 
to touch* Being no better fitted for this bufinefs, I 
can give you no better account. I obferved (and 
indeed from the calculation I expe&ed it), that the 
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Planet entered deeper into the Sun’s difc than that 
fcheme in Low thorp’s Abridgmen t of the Philofo- 
phical Tranfa&ions, Vol. I. Plate IV. fig. 155, feems 
to (hew. 

My fituation is, Iat. 38° 45', under a meridian, as 
near as I can guefs, ten miles eaft of Annapolis, out- 
chief town or city ; and about twelve miles weft of 
Cape Henry, at the mouth of Chefopeak Bay, as laid 
down by Mefiieurs Fry and Jefferfon in their map of 
Virginia and Maryland. I do not know that what I 
have here mentioned can be of any ufe j but, if it be 
impertinent, you will be pleafed to excufe it* 

I am, S1 r, 

Your very humble fervant, 

J. Leeds, 


LXII. Expe- 



